March 13, 2005

John Fedak
26 Race Street
Bradford PA, 16701

John

Unfortunately, the committee voted 2-5 not to accept the documentation of the
Mountain Bluebird at Warren High School on October 21, 2002 as definitive. I say
unfortunately because I think the bird was identified correctly, and because the reason the
report was not accepted had more to do with the word choices than anything else. There
wete 2 main problems which the committee could not get around. First was that the rump of
the bird was described as white. The rump of a Mountain Bluebird is blue regardless of age
or sex. Second the wings were described as scaled, or scalloped. This is too imprecise to be
useful. The wings include 2-3 feather groups, Primaries, secondaries-tertials, and coverts. On
most bitds the edges of these feathers are paler than the center but this is not what 1s meant
by scaling, ot scalloping. This usually refers to a rather distinct contrast between the edge of
one feather where it ovetlaps the center of the under-lying feather, either light on dark or
vice-versa. While it is true that Mountain Bluebirds have pale edging on the secondaties and
especially the tertials as well as the coverts and to a much lesser degree the primaries, to call
them scaled or scalloped is incorrect since they contrast no more than many other species
and much less than many species. Otherwise the descriptions were excellent and seemed to
accurately describe a Mountain Bluebird. However the committee would be remiss to ignore
the above inconsistencies.

Sincerely

Matt Sharp
Chair: Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee.
























Record No: 649-01-2002

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation — Round Two

Species: Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides)

Date of Sighting: 21 October 2002 to 21 October 2002
Location: WARREN HIGH SCHOOL

County : WARREN

Observer(s): John Fedak, Billy Reynolds, Matt Cook

Date of Submission: 2002
Submitted by: John Fedak, Billy Reynolds, Matt Cook

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No
Member Class I Class I Class IIT Class Class Class Class V Abstain
IV-A IV-B Iv-C

G. Armistead X
D. Heathcote )(
P. Hess ;(
J. Stanley X
E. Witmer X
R. Leberman X
M. Sharp X
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