
John Fedak 
26 Race Street 
Bradford PA, 16701 

John 

March 13, 2005 

Unfortunately, the committee voted 2-5 not to accept the documentation of the 
Mountain Bluebird at Warren Hjgh School on October 21, 2002 as definitive. I say 
unfortunately because I think the bird was identified correctly, and because the reason the 
report was not accepted had more to do with the word choices than anything else. There 
were 2 main problems which the committee could not get around. First was that the rump of 
the bird was described as white. The rump of a Mountain Bluebird is blue regardless of age 
or sex. Second the wings were described as scaled, or scalloped. This is too imprecise to be 
useful. The wings include 2-3 feather groups, Primaries, secondaries-tertials, and coverts. On 
most birds the edges of these feathers are paler than the center but this is not what is meant 
by scaling, or scalloping. This usually refers to a rather distinct contrast between the edge of 
one feather where it overlaps the center of the under-lying feather, either light on dark or 
vice-versa. While it is true that Mountain Bluebirds have pale edging on the secondaries and 
especially the tertials as well as the coverts and to a much lesser degree the primaries, to call 
them scaled or scalloped is incorrect since they contrast no more than many other species 
and much less than many species. Otherwise the descriptions were excellent and seemed to 
accurately describe a Mountain Bluebird. However the committee would be remiss to ignore 
the above inconsistencies. 

Sincerely 

Matt Sharp 
Chair: Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee. 
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PENNSYLVANIA RARE BIRD REPORT FORM 

This form is presented as a convenience and gu ide. It can be used if desired, but is not necessary for submitting a 
report. Species requiring documentation are those on the Review List or not on the Official List of Birds of 
Pennsylvania . Send documentation to: 

Nick Pulcinella, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 
613 Howard Ave. 
West Chester, PA 19380 G, 'f 1- o 1-2,00L-
nickpu1@bellatlantic.net 

******************************************************************************************************************************** 

SPECIES (common and scientific name) ~M~ t>~V~J.J~ \-~""- ' _'_=B_l_v---"~'---~ _(-'(_=--------------
Subspecies (if known)---------------------------------

NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS--~ SEX(ES) rv).-,4 k 

AGE(S) AND PLUMAGE(S) (e.g. immature; adult in breeding plumage; year for gulls; basic or alternate if you prefer 
those terms; state of molt if applicable): -"""5..,.e_=l '-'V\--'-'-', "'=:_j~ ( J-+-----=--A._l"""'v.......,_I ..... -\-.___ _________ -'------

DATEOFOBSERVATION 10 ··/ 2-1 /02- TIME 2.. - 'f) -h., 4 !:,u -' f- J : 00 f,,.,., 
I 

LOCATION (city ' borough ' township) --'w'--v....>......Cr--'t,,'\"-'-__ U._,_i....,.cy;--'-~-'---"-s _c.._L,'-"c,..,'-=-~'---..... (- ?_-;,_"'<-i.. I. N< ~~ l-t : N i 

EXACT SITE (e.g. name of park , lake, road) o,.., 

OBSERVER REPORTING: 
Name --:::11>\.i G. 
Address 2-(.. /ly,. cL 
City ~ r "- J.. h , J State p ,._ ZIP _ 1_1.»_7_ 0 _ 1 ___ _ 

e-mai l (optional) --4-.!.ll = A~.q~ ~....!l!l.:....' ~ •~"~"'-+- phone (optional) ~ 1'1 3 l.l-- 1 c ,'L 
OTHER OBSERVERS (only those who saw and identified the bird with you): 

y\_A:tr l..ovlL ¥' ~ 6 I u f-e_ y,,, 0 \ ! 5 

DISTANCE TO BIRD _ __..2_o.....__--'-"-J_o __ +~e-<:.~-\--___________ _ 

VIEWING CONDITIONS (sky, weather, position of sun _relative to you) c (£Ar 5k.. y > " ; ., _. \ r s::-. 
lt <> 6 .(. ':Vl<Y ~ ( 1.... '" '.'.) 5 ._ ... k ) 6 , l K <llS 5{ "-1"'1 ..,,, , .,..,, , .,,., - b~'-1:Nl £\.Ni 

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT USED _ l_e._' _, L_ "'I~~~~ ) -"'~ -<,~ L '-.... _\_Af'~j --~~~"l'~ '::1~ 1=-~-----------

DESCRIPTION (Include as much detail as you obseNed - size relative to other species present; "jizz"= e.g. posture , 
body shape, and proportions ; colors and patterns of plumage; bill , eye, and leg characteristics; other features relevant 
to th is individual): I · 4.!.4-vi +- <::A-1'.__J I .. 4.e, 

\f:½,l c t t..",,,,_, f Bl o :,_ k b , l( J(u1s 
<>S \-<:. , :-, f!-, l . 

TL--... '1l'--L 
--'"-'-"'.,._ _ _,_,_-=r-::-,;+-- .....,_,__,_____.= ......... ---'-'"-4>->......,:,a.- ---"\,;,.,----+-'-------"+=- ..J;....\,=.l."'"'----'--=--.......... ..__---"""=...ll..n--.---1-="---"-'<-U.¥-'6-' 1J 

(Please use an add itional page if necessary .) 



VOCALIZATIONS 
V::' ,:Ib n: l( J½-- r-. ~' ye..b', cAc ! ~(.) vi\-- v i; , .., I .... , .,... <; , T L 11 ' ±: 

~- +-- Th.,· 

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE IF ANY: 
Photograph__ Video recording__ Audio recording__ Drawing __ 
Photographer/recorder/illustrator: 

Name ___________________________ _ 
Address __________________________ _ 
City ______________ State ZIP _______ _ 
e-mail (optional) _________ phone (optional) _______ _ 

Please include a copy of the photograph or recording with your report, and accompany it with a complete written 
documentation if the identification is obvious to you . If you made a drawing , please include it. 

IF THIS IS A DEAD BIRD: 
General condition _________________________________ _ 
If collected (by permit), location and number of specimen if known _______________ _ 

DISCUSSION - Anything else relevant to the observation that will aid the committee in evaluating it 
J\... 1o ·,.. h ,.,,,., r, , si:\: X:L, ½1 µ,.,$· Cook \,._)Y] c SA.IL '

1 
-04<1, v,:)4:1 1') n.,s 

lo ,"" ~ '' w \1_, IL L vv-.., J u c, ii,, ·:'.:) Tl..,. r: _. ~ , ...,< ~. td > p ,o .. "-+ Hi , J? ... ,.,, , \-- w<>...S 
c , lli--"< o::t 1 01 • c ). 1'\ ks l H :5w .\ _ ,\-\ CS:o <> ,.J l'fJ ::{:: ,:r,± D1 'b-.. lti ,• ~ ) _:r \!::;. f -v ...., v,,,.\-T =o. ~,. da:f: e ,:is- J&.. ,J-- :M lc.A...J ibiro :t:': i, u•,k "" d€JU ,Q ~ ,e, .... o,<1~ Tl--<-,-. 

e-\- ~ le.., (,;;.. • .>) Tu ~:s,U~ ):J1~¾ N +:,.,(/,6/_) tz...,. \•/"'4'= ,..\.- w\ -$_ I 

(Please use an additional page if necessary) 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND/OR SIMILAR SPECIES 
...L ~A....., <. ~u B \..., i:: 1o • ,. ,( s s s\: ......,u ~ + Sa. € ,...;.t....,..,, 9 I ..JC.~ _.,. ,£.s • J 

ARE YOU POSITIVE OF YOUR IDENTIFICATION ? (why or why not) ----1~ -------------

REFERENCES CONSUL TED: 
During observation tvo µ E_ 
After observation -~ /\_ f_+e:_0"1-__ __,,~,--5- c..-,.-,-e-,-,-,s.,--1..,...f--,-J--0,-,-.-, t- 1 1v-

7
- >--,-1J-Tu--;z.....,~r N ~ n ,,,_,., 41- &e"- j[~i• · <.. 

!" / j I , (,1,1, ,l t ~ (? • J .I 

f: /h k,r." f ,~ ... ~•~S' _ ,, J ,.,_.J cl 

DATE OF THIS REPORT: It> - 2- I - D L... & .. /J.u, G,,,,J~s 

SIGNATURE OF OBSERVER ~ ~ -----
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PENNSYLVANIA RARE BIRD REPORT FORM 

This form is presented as a convenience and guide. It can be used if desired, but is not necessary for submitting a 
report. Species requiring documentation are those on the Review List or not on the Official List of Birds of 
Pennsylvania. Send documentation to: 

Nick Pulcinella, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 
613 Howard Ave. 
West Chester, PA 19380 (., '-{ Cj- o / 'c.. C)O""'L. 
nickpul@bellatlantic.net 

******************************************************************************************************************************** 

" L • Bl 1_ .-1 s ,o....\.Cat u..u-rv.c..o\ces 
SPECIES (common and scientific name) 1\~ 1 , d.l~\'\TIQO~\f\,[L_c~,c!:U~R:...P~\I:('1Qll!__~ :=::===============:::_-
Subspecies (if known) _____________________________ _ 

NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS \ --- SEX(ES) ~ \e 

AGE(S) AND PLUMAGE(S) (e.g. immature; adult._ in breeding plumage; year for gulls; basic or alternate if you prefer 
those terms; state of molt if applicable): Mu.\.t' ---'--=-=~----------------------

DATEOFOBSERVATION to/:J\/o -Z. TIME_=/;J- ~_4-'-6 ____ _ 

LOCATION (city, borough, township) u\l.,rQ:,'(\._ \\,~ ~~ S<!.'noo\ 

EXACT SITE (e.g. name of park, lake, road ) C~ - C.0U...~ I''-/ .\-,a,\\ 
OBSERVER Rf;.eORTIN~ .....1. 

Name ~ ,\.\,'-' J:.~ nl)~\JS 
Address \~7.o .5<:..A~\CL Rd 
City ~ ~Y'-- State ?°'- ZIP l ~ "25"° 
e-mail (optional) ,e.'loc\c\S (<\) we~\-po... phone (optional ) '6l4 -zj -~'fil 

-Mf 

OTHER OBSERVERS (only t~pse who saw and identified the bird with you): v o~ tfM ft\a,t\ Coo~ 

HABITAT (e.g. mowe<;i field, woodland edge, any other details) __ _,..--.---------,-----
~Ovl ~' \\ NL ~ \ \-~ S~f'vb.S \ n. ~e.. ""'M ~ e. o..ro fu_es. <=> 'f\., loo~ ~ \ d es . 

DISTANCE TO BIRD 60 f'ee..-\-" Or- 1-e~ 

VIEWING CONDITIONS (sky, weather, position of sun relative to you) clear S\<i." ~ vJQ.11('(\ 
w-eo... ¥ne.r 

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT USED \-o.s(!..t) X)\ {\ o~.u.\o..G:> \.D '( ~ ~ 

DESCRIPTION (Include as much detail as you observed - size relative to other species present; "jizz"= e.g. posture, 
body shape, and proportions; colors and patterns of plumage; bill , eye, and leg characteristics; other features relevant 
to this individual): s;;:l\fl ~ . s \ :t,..(;., ro Gg_s\-e,(\.. B\u~ bi rd t s~o S-\ca,i V\\e r ~ 

. ug_ - r-: 

(Please use an additional page if necessary.) 



BEHAVIOR _(be as detailed as possible about ~ hat the bird was doing) _:t;;::_-\_;___,fi>=oli?r \?r-->--frl,..___4P= ---=o'-'-l'\:..:~=-- ~...!...:.l_,.,e__~·-
pow Q. r \\ f)Q Gr °' C.oup\e. O\.((\u\e~ 4!\C -\hell\.. o.,sc:i pp<:g r-ed a..5 4 1· (\ , 

VOCALIZATIONS 

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE IF ANY: 
Photograph __ Video recording __ Audio recording __ Drawing __ 
Photographer/recorder/illustrator: 

Name ------------- ----------- --Address ________________________ _ 
City _____________ State ZIP ______ _ 
e-mai l (optional) _________ phone (optional) _______ _ 

Please include a copy of the photograph or recording with your report, and accompany it with a complete written 
documentation if the identification is obvious to you. If you made a drawing, please include it. 

IF THIS IS A DEAD BIRD: 
General condition -------------------------------1 f collected (by permit), location and number of specimen if known ______________ _ 

SEPARATION FROM SIMILAR SPECIES (how you eliminated others) rad Q ~[Q..\./ 6 r-e.o,.s \- :) ¼ e 
o\lt\en rod or::a re.e. lor-eosn . 

DISCUSSION - Anyth ing else relevant to the observation that will aid the committee in evaluating it 

(Please use an additional page if necessary) 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND/OR SIMILAR SPECIES 
/1/o 

ARE YOU POSITIVE OF YOUR IDENTIFICATION ? (why or why not) \JeS b e.c.o...u.~e. Uc.AA fed ms 
a.@ r coC\Sl>-.\\:::c,d O.lf\d ct5re.ecL 

REFERENCES CONSUL TED: 
During observation ____________________ _ 
After observation ----------------------

DATE OF THIS REPORT: \\ / s I o-z.. --~~-----------------
SIGNATURE OF OBSERVER W Jll l.O, ff"> S(l ~rrl?dt ..1 
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Record No: 649-01-2002 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round Two 

Species: Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides) 

Date of Sighting: 21 October 2002 to 21 October 2002 
Location: WARREN lllGH SCHOOL 
County : WARREN 
Observer(s): John Fedak, Billy Reynolds, Matt Cook 

Date of Submission: 2002 
Submitted by: John Fedak, Billy Reynolds, Matt Cook 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No 

Member Class I Class II Class ill Class Class Class Class V Abstain 
IV-A IV-B IV-C 

G. Armistead )(.. 

D. Heathcote )( 

P. Hess K 
J. Stanlev X 
E. Witmer ;<.. 
R. Leberman x.. 
M. Sharp " TOTALS c.( I ~ 
DECISION :rx. 

' Comments: 
-;./ 5' 

4# 
Signature (Secretary) ~##£/~ Date: ei!,~/otf 

, 
/~ 1/j:/V' ---, I 
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Record No.: 649-01-2002 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Tabulation Form - Round One 

Species: Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides) 

Date of Sighting: 21 October 2002 to 21 October 2002 
Location: WARREN HIGH SCHOOL 
County: WARREN 
Observer(s): John Fedak, Billy Reynolds, Matt Cook 

Date of Submission: 2002 
Submitted by: John Fedak, Billy Reynolds, Matt Cook 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No 

Member Class I Class II 
Class Class 

Abstain 
III IV-A Class Class 

Class V 
IV-B IV-C 

G. Armistead X 
D. Heathcote ;( 

P. Hess .& K. 
J. Stanley x 
E. Witmer X 
RLebennan 1--.. 
M. Sharp x 
TOTALS 

./ 
( ~ t 

DECISION 

Comments: .s( 2- 6u 711 21'C> /lw .. A> 

./ 
Signature (Secretary)~,k /UK Date: 1,/r/d] 
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